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Abroad Perspective - Gulf Education and Training
Exhibition to take place?

With thousands of U.S. troops on the move to stations
around the Persian Gulf, what is the fate of international
education initiatives in the region? One of the most
important fairs in the region is the Gulf Education and
Training Exhibition in Dubai.

This year, the 15th for GETEX will be held from April 8 to
11 at the Dubai World Trade Centre. If there is war in
nearby Iraq, will international representatives still fly into
the region ? Will American education interests suffer and
will U.S. visa officials  clamp  down  due to national
security concerns of a country at war? Will countries either
not participating in the war effort, or taking a low profile,
find themselves as more attractive education
destinations?

Such is the highly complex and shifting landscape which
international education finds itself in as a new calendar
year begins.

Over the Counter - Tougher INS laws: Boon or Bust?

New laws aimed at bolstering national security in the U.S.
have come at the cost of international education sector
profit and civil liberties. Registration deadlines have
already resulted in the arrest of several international
students failing to comply with regulation, and are rapidly
becoming a sore point for many international education
administrators.

The Association of International Educators reports that
the 500,000+ foreign students enrolled in U.S. post-
secondary institutions in 2001-2002 amounted to almost
$12 billion in revenue. New applicants, and students
unable to return to the U.S. from holidays due to visa
delays, begin to consider continuing their education
elsewhere. Countries such as Britain and Australia are only
too eager to pick up the pieces.

Sources: http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/
4742127.htm and http://chronicle.com/weekly/v49/
i18/18a02101.htm

The Playing Field - Doubling up on Canadian University
Students

U.S. states bordering on Canadian provinces will find that
they share more than just weather patterns with their
northerly neighbour. The government’s decision to drop
the OAC level (grade 13) has meant that Canadian post-
secondary institutions are scrambling to accommodate
an excessively high number of undergrads this year. The
resulting “double cohort” seems to have created a glut
in the market, one which U.S. colleges and universities
should be paying closer attention to.

A recent email released by Saginaw Valley State Univer-
sity (SVSU) in Michigan reveals that at least one institu-
tion is doing just that. With an admissions representa-
tive located in the Toronto area, a promise that students
with an average of 75% and up are to receive a scholar-
ship valued at up to $6,000 CAD per year, and accredita-
tion with the Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP),
SVSU seems well-poised to benefit from its “closeness”
with Canada.

If your institution is serious in its recruitment of Canadian
students, contact Mel Broitman at mel@higher-edge.com

Globe Tipping - Phone Code Confusion in Delhi

A rolling system across India implemented in December
of 2002 by local telecom service providers has left some
people in the lurch as they adjust to adding 1-3 number
prefixes to local phone numbers. The new prefixes are
not set by a uniform regulating body, but rather by inde-
pendent telecom companies.

Our India dispatch Luciana Rodrigues reports that al-
though mobile phone and emergency phone numbers
are unaffected, the prefix “2" is to be added to all local
numbers in Delhi and Mumbai.

Source: http://www.hindustantimes.com/2002/Nov/25/
printedition/251102/detCIT03.shtml


