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OvVER THE COUNTER

450 Schools to Attend Chinese Fair

About 450 school s of variouskinds, drawnfrom 30
countriesand regions, are expected to attend the China
Education Expo 2006, dated for Oct. 14-29, according
to aChinese state newsagency. Thefair isexpected to
attract 60,000 visitorsasit tours China, passing through
gxcities.

Thelargest contingent of exhibitorswill befromthe
U.K. Nearly 60 British schools—including universities,
languagetraining school sand tourism management
school s—are expected to take part, offering consulting
sessionson thespot. Also attending will be 53 Russian
collegesand universitiesand 12 nationa educational
ingtitutionsfrom New Zedland.

Britainisthelargest destination for Chinese students;
thereare now about 60,000 in Britain.

According to new regulations, foreign PhD students
will now be paying the sametuition feesaslocal students
inNew Zed and.

Source: “450 Overseas SchoolstoAttend China
Education Expo,” China View, October 2, 2006

THE PLAaYING FIELD

In Malta, Booming ESL Sector Charting
Still More Growth...

Thenumber of foreign studentsin Maltahasmore
than doubled over thelast decade, rising from 30,000in
1996 to 62,000 in 2005, chiefly duetotheidand nation’s
hedthy ESL industry.

Dramatic though thetrend may seem, the
Federation of English Language Schoolsin Mdtabelieves
there’sroomfor still more growth. The group hopes
changesingovernment practicewill hel ptheindustry
develop further. For example, it wantsthe MataTourism
Authority to promotetheidand asastudy destination not
just for the summer, but for thewinter monthsaswell. It
wantsabetter system for vetting visaapplications, and it
also wantsthe government to promotetheindustry
overseasthrough trademissions.

Source: “ The Future of English L anguage
Schools,” Times of Malta, October 1, 2006

ABROAD PERSPECTIVE

...While in New Zealand, Industry’s Collapse
Prompts Finger-Pointing

Opposition paliticiansinNew Zedand are
accusing thegovernment of fumbling oninternationa
education after therelease of recent numbersoutlining
revenuesfrom the country’sschools.

According to arecent report, theincome New
Zealand ESL schoolsmakefrom tuition dropped from
$258 million ($171U.S,; $192 Cdn.) in 2003 to $112
million ($74 U.S.) $84 Cdn.) in 2006. Meanwhile, a
number of New Zealand universitiesare cutting steff.

I nstead of spending money on posting “ education
counsdllors’ oversess, thegovernment should be
streamlining visaprocessing, improvingwork
opportunitiesand taking other measures, aspokeswoman
for the opposition National Party said recently.

Currency fluctuationsand other factorshave been
blamed for the crash of New Zealand’sESL sector,
which has seen the closure of many school srecently.

Source: “International Educationin Disarray,”
New Zeaand National Party newsrelease, September
27,2006, available on Scoop.com

GLoBE TIPPING

Ramadan Varies Widely Within Islamic World

Non-Musdlimshavelittleideaabout most thingsinthe
Idamicworld, saysMé Broitman, Higher-Edge sdirector
for international outreach—and that includeswhat it
meansto travel andwork inldamic countriesduring
Ramadan, the“month of fasting.”

“Idamispracticed and expressed very differently
aroundtheglobe,” Mr. Broitman says. “In Saudi Arabia,
food consumptionismostly strictly forbiddenin public.
Butin Dubal, restaurantsin hotelsare open, aswell as
food courtsin officeareasand private dining areasfor
workers. For theWesterntraveller, most Ilamic nations
arecloser to Dubai than Saudi in the practice of
Ramadan.”

Ramadan thisyear lastsfrom September 24 to
October 24. Stay tuned to Not-So-Foreign for more
adviceontravel during Ramadan next week!

Please direct questions and comments to editor@higher-edge.com
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