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LET’s Go CANADA

CBIE Sees New Attitude in Ottawa

Anofficid withthe Canadian Bureau for Interna-
tional Education saysarecent meeting with Monte
Solberg, Canadal s Citizenship and Immigration minister,
left CBIE officidsvery impressed and hopeful for interna-
tiona educationin Canada.

“Itwasagreat meeting,” Jennifer Humphries, the
CBIE svice-president for membership and scholarships,
said of thetalk, whichtook place earlier thisweek. “This
isnot aminister whowantsto sitin hisoffice—thisisa
minister whoisinterested.”

Specifically, Ms. Humphriestold Oversess, Over-
whelmed, Mr. Solberg seemed both very well versedin
internationa student issues, and a so of theimportance of
international studentsto Canada. He also seemed inclined
toimproving communication between Ottawaand
Canada’'sschools.

“Theminister isclearly dedicated toincreased and
enhanced communication that should |ead to abetter
understanding on all sidesof how to managetheinterna-
tiona student recruitment matter,” shesaid.

ABROAD PERSPECTIVE

In Malta, Booming ESL Sector Charting
Still More Growth...

The number of foreign studentsin Matahasmore
than doubled over thelast decade, rising from 30,000in
1996 t0 62,000 in 2005, chiefly duetotheidand nation’s
hedthy ESL industry.

Dramatic though thetrend may seem, the Federa-
tion of English Language Schoolsin Mdtabelievesthere's
roomfor still more growth. The group hopeschangesin
government practicewill hel p theindustry develop further.
For example, it wantsthe MataTourismAuthority to
promotetheidand asastudy destination not just for the
summer, but for thewinter monthsaswell. It wantsa
better system for vetting visaapplications, and it aso
wantsthe government to promotetheindustry overseas
throughtrademissions.

Source: “ The Future of English Language
Schoals,” Times of Malta, October 1, 2006

OvER THE COUNTER

...While in New Zealand, Industry’s Collapse Prompts
Fnger-Pointing

Opposition politiciansin New Zedland are accus-
ing thegovernment of fumbling oninternational education
after therelease of recent numbersouitlining revenuesfrom
thecountry’sschools.

According to arecent report, theincome New
Zealand ESL schoolsmakefromtuition dropped from
$258 million ($171 U.S.; $192 Cdn.) in 2003 to $112
million ($74 U.S.) $84 Cdn.) in 2006. Meanwhile, a
number of New Zealand universitiesare cutting staff.

Instead of spending money on posting “ education
counsdllors’ overseas, the government should be stream-
lining visaprocessing, improving work opportunitiesand
taking other measures, aspokeswoman for the opposition
National Party said recently.

Currency fluctuationsand other factorshave been
blamed for the crash of New Zedland'sESL sector, which
has seen the closure of many schoolsrecently.

Source: “International Educationin Disarray,”
New Zealand National Party newsrelease, September 27,
2006, available on Scoop.com

GLoBE TIPPING

Ramadan Varies Widely Within Islamic World

Non-Musdlimshavelittleideaabout most thingsinthe
Idamicworld, saysMd Broitman, Higher-Edge’ sdirector
for international outreach—and that includeswhat it means
totravel and work in Ilamic countries during Ramadan,
the* month of fasting.”

“Idamispracticed and expressed very differently
aroundtheglobe,” Mr. Broitman says. “In Saudi Arabia,
food consumptionismostly strictly forbiddenin public. But
inDubai, restaurantsin hotelsare open, aswell asfood
courtsin officeareasand private dining areasfor workers.
For theWestern traveller, most IS amic nationsare closer
to Dubai than Saudi in the practice of Ramadan.”

Ramadan thisyear lastsfrom September 24 to
October 24. Stay tuned to Not-So-Foreign for more
adviceontravel during Ramadan next week!
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